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ihzt we'r rivy to. Five
minute

finest (it does) and v
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r could well have been a
.kln.l: But fate is

good, bur \I=I|n|_-run aimed to
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I'he project

its race debut in the Septeml
1955 Tourist Trophy race on the Dundrod roac
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circuit. Based on stock Sonderklasse front-drive
mechanicals — and clothed with an aluminium
body that aped other Frazer Nashes — the freshly
completed Anglo-German ragtop not only made
itto Ireland, butalso threatened to do well.
That year’s T'T is remembered as much for
Stirling Moss’ brilliant recovery drive, to claim
his third victory in t cat race (on only his
26th birthday), as for the many grisly accidents.
The works Nash was entered for local man Cecil
v md late Worthing AC tuner/racer Ken
\\u:l 1, who was dispa atched to Ulster to oversee
the operation. Discussing the car in 2006, Rudd
chimed that he'd only been given

he ¢

nuscule
hudger so was obliged to recruit his pit crew
from a local car club. The Ruddspeed founder
added thathe felt the Frazer-Deek was dismissed
by his ‘team’as a no-hoper — it wasn't expected to
lasta lap, letalone go the 600-plus miles distance.
And it didn’t. The crew «L faire attitude
allegedly hastened the prototype’s demise come
the race. After a decent showing in x]u.lhl\lnn
car 54 was going well, claimed Rudd, until h
had to pit for fuel. It was at this juncture d Aacd
discovered that his crack squad of spannermen
had As a result, his
pitstop wasn’t as slick as it perhaps might have
been. At some point during the ensuing farce,
the car was either brimmed with |w1ﬂ.tr|u|du‘
petrol or pure racing A
\\\u-,nml doubt is the litde two-stroke engine's
reaction to the new go-go  juice le Ivld\lnl it
went “like the er
before seizing ;lld \\ Lllluul the ess xm] oil
f sing to last
tion more like

oL
i\“s mu,.ﬂ‘;"‘
oue 18,
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Ireland as the reason why
production. This doesn't quite ring true because
AFN continued to field DKW in saloon races.
Archie Scott Brown won his class at Silverstone
Sonderklas: did Neil
— ahead of John Sprinzel’s
Austin A35 —aboard the factory entry in the tin-
top support r t the postponed International
“Trophy meeting at the same venue four months

t wasn't put into

a ng intent was clearly still there,
\\'ll.uhlu,h did for the Frazer-De E
arrival of DKW 1000SP convertible (€
December 2002). This Baur-built machine v
very much of its time, with styling that resem-
bled a mini Ford Thunderbird, and the British
car appeared old-hat alongside. After Daimler-
Benz assumed control of DKW in '38, Aldington
chose to sever all ties. So this intriguing what-
might-have-heen was pushed o the back of the
actory and quictly forgotten about,
Except that few were aware of the ¢
The Nash remained with the
111996, when it was sold,
tration number, 5 DMP.

exist-

ence to begin with.
Al A!nwl(m family u

FRAZER NASH-DKW
955/1
n steel platform chas
um badyshell
Engmn iron-block, alloy-head, two-
triple, with Solex 40 ICR carb

with column change, driving front wheels
Suspension: front independent, by double
wishbones rear dead beam axle, two tra

spring, telescopic dampers f/r
Steering rack and pinion Brakes drums
Weight 1000kg [est)

Top speed EI]mp (est] )

0-60mph 17 5
Price new rw‘:v Pru:e naw»'::

000 {est)
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car has lived in a private museum in York
shire since 2001, making only sporadic public
rances at some of the bigger histori

8 ( .nmlunm! I c-'m".\\ of Speed.
c up and runnir
defies expectation by not being rubbis!
obscure

Obscure
areason, butthisisa
one-week sensation,
vetthere’s plenty to commend here. Admittedly,
the styling is a bit dumpy, though it does have 1

rain charm. The rear end is pure Frazer Nash
1g, the fronta bit more Austin A40 Somer-

1 to packaging requirements - the
nal 8%6¢c triple sits far forward in the
r all = butit’s hard not to be smitten.
even more so. Thereis sufficient room
wi ﬂnlu flat floor and unclut

cut efficiency.

the game away that this "30s British
erman soul. The frenzied back-

r ctly East European
feel. Yet it is refined. Itisn't remotely qu ut
for all the two-stroke’s bluster the car moves
along at a mighty clip considering its meagre
rent, and with very little fuss. The four-
ed column change isn't exactly slick. T
it all too casy to change from first

o top
w0 guide. It will freewhee
makes it an almost relaxed - if noisy - cruiser.

Whatreally impressesis the car’s handling
firfrom the expeeted white-knuckle ride, feeling
more like asorted Mini on switchbacks. It sounds
busy, but the driving experience is great fun. The

precise rack-and-pinion steering loads up swiftly,
but the car just clings on without any plough-on
understeer nonsense. You can easily understand
why the fid s well on ralli

I'he Frazer-Deek undoubtedly
As to whether it woukl have found suecess had
more been made is 2 moor point. The
alist sports car industry has produced a veri-
table ‘who’s tha F
while delivers

mor saloon

OWS ¢

tish

2" of makes tha
azer Nash wasn't
bly eccentricr
nation from previous m ml«.l\
and, as such, was never going to appeal to the
marque faithful. As for the hM]:'mm\. of it
trans|
facture

mber manu
ately, it didn't
toan

yrming the fi

ul period in Frazer Nas

citdeserves ol membered,

the co

THE HANBEING REALLY
IMPRESSES. IT FEELS
SLIKE A SORTED MINION
TESTY SWITCHBACKS'

Four rings on grille signify Falcon's DKW power unit
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