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1952 Frzzer Nash Mille Miglia

JOIN
THE CLUB

* SOUTHLAND. SPOfiS

• Words Mark Wright Photos Sean Craig

in new Zealand
Any Frazer Nash is a rare car, and Mark Wright recently got
to sample a seldom seen Mille Migila model that has found
its way to New Zealand
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A I I rich, green farmlands of Southland
J. A J.C seem a world — or at least half-a-

world — away from the winding roads of the
dry Italian interior. But here I am powering
down an almost deserted country road, with
the distinctive sound track of the willing
2.0-litre straight-six powering a very rare 1953
Frazer Nash Mille Miglia - one of only 11
made. Surprisingly, all still survive.

My backside is parked just ahead of the rear
axle, the steering wheel is close to my chest and
the Frazer Nash's shapely bonnet is stretched
out before me, topped with an air scoop -
there for function not decoration - grabbing
vital oxygen for the triple Solex downdraughts
that sit high on the engine.

I suspect drivers in the Mille Miglia race
would have loved these largely straight, open
roads to rest arms fatigued by the kilometre
after kilometre of bends and switchback turns
they would have faced. Then again, that was
what the race was all about; man and machine
taking on the conditions - and may the best
man, or machine, win.

The curvaceous alloy body of the post-war
Frazer Nash Mille Miglia seems a big step ahead
from the classic pre-war British sports car styl-
ing of the chain-drive cars the company built its
fine reputation on during the '20s and '30s.

Known affectionately as the 'chain-gang',
these well-performed cars fashioned an
impressive record of successes in trials, rallies
and races.

Origins
Archie Frazer-Nash had cut his automotive
manufacturing teeth building GN cycle cars
with friend Ron Godfrey between 1910 and
1922. When Godfrey headed off to pursue
other business interests, Archie turned his
attention to sports cars, developing the distinc-
tive chain-driven Frazer Nash and focusing
on those British sports car traits of simplicity,
lightness, an effective power-to-weight ratio
and great handling.

The handling is worthy of special mention.
The chain drive meant no differential, so a rela-
tively narrow rear track was used to spectacular

Search 'Frazer Nash' at
www.classiccar.co.nz/videos

to view Frazer Nash films

effect, allowing the driver to break traction
and slide the car on tight corners, making it as
exciting for spectators as it was for the drivers.

Frazer Nash used a variety of proprietary
engines, starting out with a unit known as the
Powerplus, which was soon succeeded by a 1.5-
litre side-valve Anzani unit. The company then
turned to a more sophisticated overhead-valve
Meadows unit.

In the late '20s the company was sold to
HJ Aldington, who continued to develop the
brand, with more powerful and sophisticated
engines including the 1.5-litre overhead cam
Gough which, in race tune, gave 160kph-plus
performance. There was even a twin-cam
1667cc six-cylinder Blackburne engine
designed to provide a more sophisticated tour-
ing variant, but one which was still good for
I40kph (87mph).

All the Frazer Nash models proved popular in
club competition and even tasted international
success in the 1932, 1933 and 1934 Alpine
Trials, completing the events with no penalty
points. >
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